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Professor Robert Butkin 

Contracts, Fall 2013 

 

Reading Hints-Raffles v. Wichelhaus 

 Raffles (Seller) is an English merchant who has entered into an agreement to sell cotton, 

to be shipped from Bombay, to Wichelhaus (Buyer).  Raffles is suing Wichelhaus for failing to 

pay Raffles for the cotton when it arrived from Bombay in Liverpool, England.  Because Raffles 

is the one filing the lawsuit, he is the plaintiff in the court’s opinion.  Wichelhaus, the Buyer, is 

the defendant, the one being sued.  To keep track of the parties, you might consider writing 

“Raffles/Seller” above the word plaintiff in the case, and “Wichelhaus/Buyer” above the word 

defendant in the case. 

 

First Paragraph 

Declaration = Raffles’ version of the facts, which Raffles believes entitles him to win his suit 

against Wichelhaus.  Today this would be called the Complaint. 

Plea:  Wichelhaus’ version of the facts, which he has filed in response to Raffle’s Declaration, 

and which he believes entitles him to win the lawsuit and avoid payment.  Today, this would be 

called an “Answer.” 

Demurrer:  Motion which accepts the other side’s version of the facts.  Here, Raffles (Seller), the 

Plaintiff is the party who has filed the demurrer.  He is essentially saying: “Even if Wichelhaus’ 

version of the facts is true, I should still win because the controlling rule of law favors me.” 

 

Second Paragraph 

“Surat” cotton= cotton that is shipped from Bombay, India 

“Dhollarah”= a type of cotton 

“Middling fair merchant’s” = refers to quality of the cotton specified in the agreement; the world 

cotton market at this time was one of the most sophisticated in  the world, and there were a 

number of gradations in the quality of cotton that were recognized in the industry. 

“17 ¼ d.= 17 ¼ pence 

“Ex Peerless” = shipped on a ship called the Peerless 
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So, paragraph 2 could be rephrased to read in modern language: 

Raffles’ Complaint:  I agreed with Wichelhaus to sell him, and he agreed to buy from me, 

125 bales of cotton, of the Dhollarah type, guaranteed to meet the quality of “middling fair 

merchant’s,” to be shipped from Bombay on a ship called the Peerless, at a price of 17 ¼ 

pence per pound.  We agreed that Wichelhaus would pay me for the cotton within a 

reasonable time of its arrival in England.  The cotton was shipped and arrived in 

Liverpool, England, just as we agreed, but Wichelhaus has refused to take delivery or pay 

for the cotton.  

(Note, in today’s dollars, the value of this agreement would exceed $100,000) 

 

Fourth Paragraph 

“Demurrer and joinder”= argument by the lawyers for each side on Raffles’  motion. 

 

Fifth Paragraph 

“so that”= as long as 

“Defendant has no right to contradict by parol evidence a written contract good upon the face of 

it.”=  Raffles is arguing that since the meaning of the written contract is clear, it is improper to  

admit evidence outside of the written contract to “contradict” its meaning. 

 

Sixth Paragraph 

“consensus ad litem”=  common understanding as to the meaning. 

“He was then stopped by the Court’=evidently the judges felt they had heard enough argument to 

enable them to make their decision. 

 

 

 


